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Question Time: Christmas creep continues 


Are you OK with the overlap? 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


[Editor’s note: To participate in future queries, keep an eye on our Twitter 
and Facebook accounts. ] 

Judging by the nation’s retailers, Christmas simply cannot be contained. As 
the years pass, stores seem to roll out their holiday decorations earlier and 
earlier. Meanwhile, holidays like Thanksgiving and Halloween are being 
overtaken in favor of the yearly red and green capitalist bonanza. This 
argument always comes up during the last three months of the year, so we 
wanted to know: “Do you think retailers should wait until the last holiday is 


finished before starting on the next one or are you OK with the overlap?” 
Your answers 

“T think we should wait for each holiday instead of marketing on the big- 
spending ones. Every holiday is special to someone in some way. We’re 


slowly devaluing traditions for profit.” — Jessica Kennedy 


“The holidays are what you make it. You have a choice. Celebrate them any 


way you wish. Some celebrate Christmas in July for our returning troops. 
Make yourself happy and everyone else will follow suit. Happy Holidays!” — 


Marilyn Snyder 


“T think retailers should put a break between holidays. I can understand 
putting out ONLY wrapping paper, gift bags, etc. out before Thanksgiving. 
(My shopping is usually DONE before Halloween.) But there’s no sense in 
putting out all the Christmas stuff out before Halloween.” — Angela 


McQuiston 


Our answers 


“Retailers put holiday items out early because people are willing to buy 
them early. But I think we should wait until one holiday is over to move to 


the next. We should enjoy each holiday while it’s here.” — Lauren Fitch 


“I’m torn on this. I hate that the commercialized parts of Christmas have 
overtaken Thanksgiving and even Halloween for the first time. I think Black 
Friday shopping should go back to Friday and let us have Thanksgiving with 
our families again. At the same time, though, I like some Christmas 
traditions to start long before Thanksgiving arrives. I’m ready to put up 
Christmas trees, see Christmas lights and hear Christmas music at the 


beginning of November. It makes the cold weather more tolerable.” — 


Lindsey Ziliak 


“T was with my wife at the grocery store near our apartment a few days 
before Halloween. While we were checking out, we noticed one of the 
managers hanging a sparkling Christmas wreath behind the service desk. I 
wanted to shout, ‘What are you doing? It’s not even Halloween yet!’ Alas, it 
seems like the trend is for Christmas to claim more and more of the 
calendar. If that’s true, though, why can’t Christmas’ tentacles reach in the 
opposite direction? It’s a pretty lonely six-week stretch after New Year’s 
Day and before Valentine’s Day. As long as we’re extending Christmas 
anyway, why not inject some it into the gloomiest time of year?” — Rob 


Burgess 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


